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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





@N THE IDEA OF SAFETY, IN BELIEVING THE 
DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL MISERY. 


I have heard many people say concerning the doc- | 
trine of Universalism, that if there be only one chance 
to ten thousand that it is false, we had better believe | 
it false, and then we shall run no risk. I have not 
been much surprised to hear weak and ignorant peo- | 
ple taik in this way; but why a clergyman should | 
make such an expression cannot always be accounted | 
for upon tha supposition ofignorance. Let us examine 
this. Tlere is a man that sees ten thousand chances 
that the doctrine of eterna! misery is false, and but one 
that it is true. ‘The probability and evidence are both 
against this doctrine in the ratio of ten thousand to 
ene. Now heparleys with himself. Had I not better 
believe this doctrive, improbable as it is? Shall | not 
He cencludes he had hetter believe it ; 
he voes to work at it, and at last comes forth a believ- 
~ Now supposing it be true that a beliefoi the doc- 
ruture 


be more safe? 


er. 
trine of eternal misery will save a man ina 
state, this man will] not be saved by it. For l ask how 
ssible for any man to believe a doctrine, when 
to one 


is it p 
he sees ten theusand chances that it if false, 
This is no more possible than it would 


5 
e 


that it istrue: 


be for a man to believe all the evidence of the truth, | 
lieve that all mankind will be finally saved from sin 


and not believe the truth itself. 

But it is thought that if a man believes the doctrine 
of eternal misery, he will run no risk; he is safe.— 
This would be true, if men are to be saved for belier- 
ing that dectrine. But is our salvation suspended upon 
such a condition? Are we in any part of the bible, in- 
formed that a man will be damned by believing, **God 
and come to the know- 


to be saved, 


%) 


will have all 
ledge of the 


men 
truth 
miserable? We are not. 
** all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.” 
informed Abraham believed God. Well, 
was the consequence? It was counted unto him for 
righteousness. It did not endanger him in the eternal 
state. According to this idea, viz. that believing the 
doctrine of endless misery saves a man, if you can per- 


We 


are what 


damned, they will all certainly be saved. And Paul, 
must have been wrong in saving that God sent men 
strong delusion that they might believe a lie; that 
they all might be damned who believe not the truth ; 
for if all men are saved, upon what are called God's 
conditions, it must be by believing a lie. All men 
could not be saved by believing this truth; for this is, 
that some will be eternally miserable. 

It is well known that this argument (if I do not abuse 
the word) is in the mouths of all denominations of 
Shristians. It is impossible for me to see how they are 
GSonsistent with themselves. Some believe in the doc- 
trine of election and reprobation ; 
shall ever believe in Christ were chosen from the be- 
ginning; but all the rest reprobated, by an irreversible 
appointment, to eternal death. Now I ask in the name 


of common sense why such people talk as they do.— 
What if one of the elect were to believe that Jesus 
Christ would finally save all men, could this endanger 
his safety? Or could it benefit one of the non-elect to 
disbelieve that doctrine ? 

Arminians generally contend that a man is to be sav- 
ed by his good werks. 


They say jaith will not save a 


for his wicked works. 
‘it save him? 


| they believe he will punish others so. 
i see nothing reasonable in such thoughts. 
some one inquires what hurt it will concerning Christ, Vol. ii. pp. 97, 98. 
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| himself, and will inquire whether it would not give 


‘he will have lost a joy anspeakable and full of glory. 





Or, that he will be saved by be- | 
lievine that a part of the human race will! be eternally | 


Gi told Abraham, that} snoipNT MODE OF ILLUSTRATING THE DI- 





| Evangelist agrees with him,” &c. 


that all those who g 





man without works, 
believe the doctrine of endless misery? Ifa bad nian 
believes it, will it save him? No; he will be damned 
Ifa good mau believes it; will 
No; he will be saved for his good works. 
Why then is it more safe to believe this doctrine. To 
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How then caoit be more safe to| a breathing «milted with a@ sound, expressive of some- 


thing. But as breathings, and a Worn, are emitted 
from diferent parts(breathings preceeding from the nos- 
trils,and a Word from the mouth,) there is according- 
ly a great difference between the Son or Gop and the 
other angels. Vor they are only silent breathings emit- 


all appearance people are no better for believing it. wet ted from God, because they were created rather for 
They always have other motives te tinee-thenrte be, peasnian, than for the delivering of the doctrine of God. 


Virtuous. 


run upon this subject? They have sat down un- 


How strangely have the minds of Christians! But the Son, though a spirit, issues from the mouth of 
| God witu a voice anda sound; and he therefore was 


| der faith in Gods eternal wrath as a comfortable shel-| to make use of his voice to the people; because he 


ter. 
But we can 


But after all, 


| have done him at the day of judgment that he has be- 


God they think, will punish them forever, unless | was to teach with authority the doctrine of God, avd 
‘communicate heavenly secrets to men.” 
i Instit. L. 4, § 8. 


Lactan. 
See Priestley’s Hist. of Karly Opin. 


Lactantius, who wrote this silly jargon, was consid- 


lieved the doctrine of eterral misery, should Univer-! ered one of the most eminent of the divines and eccle- 


salism at last prove to be true. 
just as well off. 


have had no benevolent feelings, no family which he | tian fathers who wrote in Latin. 


He thinks he shall be | siastical writers of the 4th Century ; and he is univer. 
To which I answer, that if he should | sally acknowledged the most eloquent of all the chris- 


These extracts, from 


loved, no love for mankind, no sympathy, in a word, | such authorities, will give the reader some notion of 
no philanthropy; if, I say, he shall have had no one of | the ridiculous fancies and wretched conceits through 
these principles within him, it may not have done him | which the doctrine of the trinity passed, before it could 


any injury to have believed this doctrine, provided al- | attain its present form. 
y injury P 


so that he believed in this misery for some other 
But if he now loves his neighbor as he does 


person. 
him a consolation he has never yet felt could he be- 
and death, he will at once see what, at last, he shall 
have lost by believing the doctrine of eternal misery. 
Although he may not have lost his eternal happiness, 
RicwARDS. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





VINITY OF THE SON, AND HIS ETERNAL 
GENERaTION FROM THE FATHER, 


It was a favorite notion among the christian fathers, 


Marcus. 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


THE «© DOCTRINE OF DEVILS.” 


** And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not 





surely die.”—Gen. iii. 4. 


Within thirty years past, much upon ths subject, has 
heen thought, said, written, printed, belieyed, disbe- 
lieved, acknowledged, and denied. In the state of 
Vermont, one man preached, that God would in the 
end, deliver all men from sin and death, and bring them 
to a state of perfect holiness & immovtalily,not except- 
ing an individual. This greatly disturbed a mulatto 
preacher, who, to shew his opposition to a doctrine so 
glorious in its nature, and beneficial to the human race, 
delivered a discourse from the text, ** ye shall not sure- 
ly die.’ This discourse was printed, reprinted, and 





so called, of the 3d and 4th centuries, that Christ was 


nothing but simply the word spoken by the Father, as | '& -reprinted, and circulated by the enemies of impar-. 


suade all men to believe that some will certainly be | words are spoken by men. And they pretended that; tial salvation, and people have become so well ac- 
a word spoken by God became a person, though words | quainted with the subject, that now, in almost any 


spoken by men do not become persons. 
sius illustrates this point in the following manner: ‘‘the | 


word conceived in the mind of man does not become |‘ 
man of man, because it does not live or subsist, but is | 


only the motion of a living and subsisting heart. When 
it is pronounced, it has no continuance, and though of- 
ten repeated, does not remain; whereas the Psalmist 
says, the word of the Lond endureth forever, and the 


Lactantius attempts to point out the difference be- 
tween the Son, who is called the Word, and the An- 
eels, who are called the Spirits or Breathings* of God. 
His language is the following :— 

‘* How did the Father procreate the Word? In the 
first place, the works of God cannot be known, nor 
told by any person. But we learn, in the holy Scrip- 
tures, that the Son or Gop is the Worpb or Gop, or 
his Reason; and also that the other angels of God 
are but his spirits, or his breathings. Now a Wonp is | 


— = 





St. Athana- part of the country, when the salvation of all men is 


contended for, we are about certain to hear it said, 

This is the doctrine of devils, the old doctrine preach- 
ed to Adam and Ere inthe garden,—‘ Ye shall not sure- 
ly die.” his is supposed a sufficient proof of the 
wickedness of a doctrine, which is good in its na- 
ture, and in every sense, honorable to God, and calcu- 
lated to bring the greatest blessing to all nations. 

We will make two statements upon this sybject. 1. 
That those who preach the Salvation of all Men, do not 
preach the doctrine contained in the text ; ** Ye shail 
not surely die.” 

2. That those who preach an opposite doctrine, are the 
men who preach, “* Ye shall not surely die.” 

1. We state that the men who preach the Salvation 
of all men, do not preach the doctrine contained in the 
text,—"* Ye shall not surely die.” 

Before we prove this statement, it ig proper, to bring 
to light a ae EI in the world, respecting 
the men who preach the Salvation of all men. T he 
common statement is, that all men will go to heaven, 





* Spirits and Breathings are synonymous in the Lat 
in, in which language Lactantius wrote. 


even in their sins. Let them die as they may, drunk, 
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stealing, or committing murder, the moment they die, 
they are at once admitted into Paradise, and mingle 
with “the spirits of just men made perfect.” ‘The 
eld world, Sodom and Gomorrah, Corah and his Com- 
pany, with all the wicked at Jerusalem, &c. This rep- 
resentation of our adversaries, is absolutely false.— 
There.are not in my knowledge any such preachers in 
the world. If this is preaching the salvation of all 
wen, I do not know, own, believe, or propagate the 
doctrine of salvation for all men. 

Salvation means deliverance ; and as it respects all 
men, it signifies that deliverance which all men need ; 
which is from sin, and all its consequences ;—from 
mortality and all connected with it. All men are by 
wature in one sifuation; all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God; amd al] are mortal, and must 
die, and if there is no resurrection from the dead, all 
must perish forever. From these two things men can- 
net deliver themselves; and no one can deliver his 
brother from death, nor give to God a ransom for him. 
If any are saved, it must be by the grace or favor of God. 
0 Paul said, ** By grace are ye saved, through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” The reign of sin 
is unto death, the reign of grace is beyond death, and 
not this side only. Rom. vi. 23, “* For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Chsist our Lord.’ In chapter v. 20, 21, Paul 
has described the reign of sin and grace, in a most con- 
vincing manner. ‘* Moreover, the law entered that 
the offence might abound; but where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound ; that as sin hath reign- 
ed unto death, even so might grace reign through righ- 
teousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Salvation does not consist in going from one 
place to another, but in being delivered from that 
which makes it needful. Let a man be saved from sin 
and mortality, and he is at once in heavex, let his body 
be wherever it may. Such sit in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus. 

Do we preach that men shall not surely die? No, 
but that they shall die, that all die, as Paul has said, 
‘* For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” Unless we preach that men shall 
surely die, we cannot preach the wages of sin, which 
is death. Without preaching that sinners shall surely 
die, we cannot preach the reign of grace, through righ- 
teousness unto eternal life. Without preaching that 
men shall surely die, we cannot preach the resurrec- 
tion from the dead ; ‘* For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection from the dead.”— 
If men do not die, Christ cannot be their life, and if 
men do not surely die, Christ can never be the REsUR- 
RECTION and the LIFE. 

These statements are sufficient to prove that the 
men who preach that God will in the end save all men 
from sin and mortality, do not preach—*> Fe shall noi 
surely die.” 

We come to prove, 2d. That the men who preach an 
opposite doctrine, are the men who preach—“ Ye shall 
not surely die.” 

That the advocates for partial salvation, or endless 
misery, preach—‘* Ye shall not surely die,” is plain 
from the following facts. 

1. The discriptions they give of men generally.— 
They describe men as consisting of two parts, soul and 
body. The scriptures mention three parts, soul, body, 
and spirit. The body must cie, ‘* the soul that sins 
shal} die, and the spirit returns to God that gave it. 

The orthodox, as they are called, tell us that men 
are totally depraved,—dead as a stone,—nothing geod 
in them,—yet in possession of a precious, immortal, 
aever-dying soul, worth more than millions of worlds, 
which is in danger of being eternally lost. To tel! 
men they have au immortal, never-dying soul, is to 

te.l them, “they shall not surely die.”? Preachers 
have often told their hearers, that if they die in unbe- 
ist, ** tuey will die the death which never diee."——- 








They tell them, ye shall not surely die, but that they | 


will be millions of times worse off, than to die and have 
an end. 

Watts says,—“ To linger in eternal pain ; 

Vet deatb forever fly.” 

This is possitively telling people, ‘* Ye shall nol 
surely die.” If men are in possession of efernal lie, 
and immortality, they can never die, and if this is true, 
Jesus did no great thing in bringing ‘‘ life and immor- 
tality to light through the gospel.’’ Nor are men de- 
pendent on him for eternal! life, for accordi .g to mod- 
ern orthodoxy, men are already in possession of it.— 
The clergy of our day address their hearers as immor- 
tals, calling them, “ fellow immortals.” 

2. The state they describe wicked men in after 
death, before the resurrection, and after the judgment 
day they describe, proves that they are the men who 
preach, ‘* Ye shall not surely die.”” ‘They tell their 
hearers, that the wicked will be in a place of torment, 
where they will live as long as God lives,and be made 
capable of euduring the keenest tortures, without end. 
That their company will be, devils, and damned souls, 
who will torture each other, and increase the misery 
ef each other, without the possibility of an end to these 
torments. Is not this preaching, ye shall not surely 
die? if it is not, no one on earth cam preach the doc- 
trine of the serpent. 

According to modern preaching, men, good or bad, 
need neither life nor immortality. All to be done is, 
to behave well here, and have an eternal life of hap- 
piness,-or live wicked, and have an eternal life of 
misery. Jesus told the people, who lived in wicked- 
ness, ye shall die in your sins. Paul said, * it ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die.”” Paul said, ‘* As in Ad- 
am all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”’ 

It is cruel, ungenerous, unmanly, and unlike the 
christian, to represent men as preaching the doctrine 
of devils, because they preach that God will save all, 
in the same way which the Calvinists say he will save 
some, (by grace,) or as the Arminians say, he will save 
many. Let such remember that they are the men 
who tell others they shall not surely die ; and not those 
who are “clothed with salvation ;*» who publish it, 
and point out the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world ; and ‘* have seen and do testify, that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
WorRtpb.” E. S. 

Lynn, May 2, 1824. 
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From the (Boston) Christian Régister. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


In April, 1823, the Editor of this paper availed him- 
self of an opportunity which offered, of direct convey- 
ance to Calcutta, and addressed a respectful letter to 
Rammouun Rox. The principal object of which was 
to obtain his views relative to the following questions ; 

1. How far the doctrines of the trinily, native de- 
pravily, and other kindred doctrines of Calvinism, as 
held and taught by the present missionaries, are ebsta- 
cles to the introduction of Christianity among the Hin- 
doos. 

2. Whether there appears to be any insuperable ob- 
stacle, in the manners, habits, or present belief of the 
native Hindoos, to the rational and simple doctrines of 
Christianity, as inculcated by the Unitarians? 

3. Whether gentlemen who should inculcate the 
doctrine of the Divine Unity, and the most plain and 
simple doctrines of Christianity, would probably meet 
with such success, either with Hindoos or Mussulmans, 
as would justify auy measures that might be taken for 
the support of such teachers in any part of Hiadostan? 

We have the satisfaction to state that we have just 
received an answer to the above-named letter, in 
W i a particular reply is given to the questions now 
stated. 









Considering the importance, and the interesting char 
acter of the information which this letter contains, and 
the high authority from which it is derived, we think 
it proper to give it to our friends and the public. We 
trust our highly respected correspondent, in view of 
ihe interest that is felt here in every thing that Telates 
to Hindostan, will excuse the liberty we have taken, 





: Sin,—]! have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 29th April last, and know not how 
to describe the gratitude and unfeigned joy, which | 
have felt at the idea that, bumble and remote as | am 
I should have been kindly noticed by * * m4 
and that the principles, which have actuated me to 
render some trifling service to my countrymen, have 
met with the approbation of such persons as have for. 
tunately had the advantage of free discussion jp reli 
gious and political affairs, and really breathe the at. 
mosphere of liberty. When I read this part of your 
letter, viz. ‘* Knowing, as you do, the benevolent 
character of the religion of our blessed Master and Say. 
iour, Jesus Christ, aud the ennobling and purifying in 
fluence of the doctrine of one God of infinite perfec- 
tions, who is the Author, Gevernor, and Friend of 
the universe, you will naturally expect that we who 
embrace this religion should feel a high degree of sat- 
isfaction on bearing that the doctrine of the piving 
uNITY is taught and is beginning to prevail amongst 
the widely extended population of Hindostan,” my 
gratitude has become two-fold; as, notwithstanding 
the difference of nativity, habit, religion, government, 
complexion, and custom, you have so much at heart 
the interests of the natives of Hindoostan. May God, 
pour bis blessings upon that land of liberty,—that 
fountain of truth, which is distinguished by the liberal 
and philanthropic ideas of her children, such as your- 
self and others of the same principles. 

In answer to your first query, I beg to refer yon to 
the accompanying extracts* from the missionary works 
published in the latter end of last year, which will 
show that the inculcation of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
hy the Missionary Geutlemen, has not only rendered 
their labor unsuccessful, but has exposed the name of 
Christianity to ridicule among enlightened Hindoos 
and Mcossulmans of this country. In reply to your 
second query, I beg to be allowed to refer you to the 


. 





* The extracts to which he alludes, are 


1. From the Bengal Aucziliary Chronicle of 1828, in 
which complaint is made, that certain persons who at- 
tend the missionary congregations at Mirzapore, “ are 
led away by Socinian principles. [Ail Unitarianism ie 
stigmatized by the term Socinian.} We have found 
more opposition (says the Chronicle) from these per- 
sons, than even from professed idolaters. For whilst 
the latter inquire only, ‘ Which of the two systems is 
correct?’ the former declare they have forsaken idola- 
try, and at the same time despise the religion of 
Christ.”’ 

Upon this statement, Rammohun Roy has the follow- 
ing remark :—** These persons [ who are mentioned as 
having been led away by Socinian principles, caunot be 
supposed to have despised the religion of Christ. They 
perhaps despised the corruptions of the religicn of. 
Christ.” 


2. From the Fifth Annual Report of the Calcutta 
Baptist Missionary Society, January 10, 1823. In this, 
extract the same complaint is made as in the preced- . 
ing, though it is done more fully and more petulantly. , 
It contains some remarks which we hope we may have 
leisure, on some future occasion, to notice. 


It appears frem the complaint which the missioua- 


ries make of the opposition of Unitarian natives, that 
they think it betier that they remain idolaters than 
to embrace Christianity in any other form than that 12 
which it és proposed by them. ‘They seem to intieas 
that the system is not to be compared with itse!! an 

its merrits scanned, but is only to be put in coer 
with Hindoo idolatry, and to be received or sper 
without examination, as offered by them,—-the whole 





or none, 


























——— 
accoinpanylog Essay,* published by a Brahmun of the 


fret respectability in Calcutta, as declaring publicly 
that * we should feel no reluctance to co-operate with 
them | Unitarian Christians] in religious matters, mere- 
jy because they consider Jesus Christ as the Messenger 
of God and their spiritual Teacher ; for oneness in the 
ebject of worship and sameness of religious practice 
should produce attachment between the worshippers.” 

Besides you may perceive in the list of the subscri- 
bers to an Unitarian Chapel in this city, that several 
natives of consequence have come forward as support- 
ers of this Institation. The natives of Hindoostan, in 
common with those of other countries, are divided into 
two classes,—the ignorant and the enlightened; the 
number of the latter is, ! am sorry to say, comparative- 
ly very few here; and to these men the idea of a tri- 
yne God, a man God, and also the idea of the appear- 
ance of God, in the bodily shape of a dove, or that of the 
blood of God, seem entirely heathenish and absurd, 
and consequently their sincere conversion to Christian- 
ityt must be moraily impossible. But they would not 
scruple to embrace, or at least to encourage, the Uni- 
tarian system of Christianity, were it inculcated on 
them in an intelligible manner. 

The former class, | mean the ignorant among them, 
must be enemies to hoth systems of Christianity,—Uni- 
iarianism and T'rinitarianism—as they feel great reluc- 
tance in changing the deities worshipped by their fath- 
ers, for foreign gods, and in substituting the blood of 
God for the water of the Ganges, as a purifying sub- 
stance. At the same time, the idea of an invisible Be- 
ing, as the sole object of worship maintained by Unita- 
rians, is foreign to their understanding. Under these 
circumstances it would be advisable, in my humble 
opinion, that one, or two, if not more, Gentlemen, well 
qualified to teach English literature and sciences, and 
noted for theic moral conduct, should be employed to 
unprove the understandings of the present ignorant 
generation, and thereby improve their hearts in the 
progress of time, that the cause of truth may triumph 
over false religion, and the desired comfort and happi- 
ness may be enjoyed !:y menofall classes. ‘The above 
statement is a reply to the third query mentioned in 
your letter, viz. ** whether gentlemen who should in- 
culcate the doctrine of the DiviNE UNITY - - - would 
probably meet with such success - - - as would justi- 
fy any measures that might be taken for the support of 
such teachers in any part of Hindostan.” 

In wy researches into the truths of Christianity, ! 
placed no unqualified confidence in my own opinion ; 
but l appealed to the understanding of many unbias- 
sed, sensible, and independent Hindoos, who, upon an 
attentive study of the Old & New-Testaments(as found 
arranged) have decided that these books treat of the 
unity of God, and that the high aud honorary terms 
applied to Jesus Christ and to the chiefs of Israel, are 
couformable to the usages of the Asiatic languages ; 
and their decision has been, thank God, an unshaken 
Confirmation of my inferences from the scriptural writ- 


ae 








* This is an essay, entitled ‘* Humble Suggestions 
to his Countrymen who believe in the One 7'rue God ; 
by Prussunnu Koomar Thakoor. The design of this 
tract is explained by the following brief advertisement 
of the author :— 


“My object in publishing this tract is to recom- 
mend those te whom it is addressed, to avoid using 
harsh or abusive language in their intercourse with Eu- 
ropean Missionaries, either respecting them or the ob- 
Jects of their worship; however much this may be 
Countenanced by the example of some of these Gentle- 
men. Fite as 


The extract which Rammobun Roy bas here given 
from this Fissay, is the only passage of any importance 
to the particular subject in view. It contains, how- 
ever some interesting statements which we shall no- 
lice on a future occasion. Ep. REGISTER. 


_.t Rammohun Roy undoubtedly here means Calvin- 
istic Christianity. 


that the Father includes the whele idea of God, and! 
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1 now return my best thanks for the Christian Kegis- 
ter of which you kindly made me a present, and which 
is now placed among the books of the Unitarian Libra- 
ry in Calcutta. I at the same time entreat your ac- 
ceptance of the accompanying publications as a token 
of the greatest regard entertained by one, who, with 
his best wishes for your health and happiness, sub- 
scribes himself, Your most obedient servant. 

RAMMOHUN ROY. 

Caleutia, Jan, 13, 1824. 


—— ik 


From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 





MISSIONARY SERMON, 


The following sentiments, we are informed by the 
Imerican Eagle, were uttered by Mr. Boardman in his 
sermon at the late annual meeting of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of Litchfield County, held in the town 
of Litchfield. 

‘“* Mr. Boardman observed that there are now six 
hundred millions of heathen in the world—that a gen- 
eration passes offthe stage once in 30 years, and con- 
sequently, that there are six hundred millions of im- 
mortal souls consigned lo elernal perdition every thirty 
years—that with these facts staring us in the face, we 
| Rave no right to INQUIRE into the propriety of giving 

a part of our substance to Christ—that we know it to 
be our duty as well as our greatest privilege to give 
—-that every moment we stop to inguire into the exped- 
iency or propriety of giving, thousands of immortal 
souls are sinking into eternal ruin for want of the mon- 
ey which we withhold. He also said that we were 
placed in a situation of awful responsibility ; God had 
given us power and ability to SEAL THE ETERNAL 
DESTINY OF SIX HUNDRED MILLION SOULS— 
and that giving our money would be the meams of 
their salvation, and withholding it would insure their 
damnaiion—and that knowing these facts and possess- 
ing the means we do, we anticipate the general judg- 


influence goes, pass sentence of eternal felicity or woe 
upon six hundred millions of precious and immortal 
souls.” 


mares poate on 


From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald, 


EPISCOPALIAN VIEWS OF THE TRINITY. 


Ist. The most rational view of the Trinity, is that 
held by Dr. Wallis, which in its day met with the de- 
cided approbation of the university of Oxford ; namely : 
That it is a silly mistake that a divine person is as 
much, as to say a Divinity or God, when indeed it is 
only a mode or relation of God tohis creatures. ‘That 
the Father, the Sen, and the Holy Spirit, are no more 
three distinct intelligent persons, than the God of A- 
braham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, are 
three Gods. 

2d. Dr: Sherlock and his partisans assert, that the 
three persons of the trinity are as much /hrce distinct 
infinite minds, as Peter, James, and John, are liree 
men. 
| 3d. The Athanasian party believe, that the Father 
is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost 
Almighty, and yet there are not ¢hree Almightys, but 
one Almighty. 

4th. Dr. Burnet, and his followers maintain, that the 
Son and the Holy Ghost are created beings, and are 
gods, only by the indwelling of the Father’s God- 
head. 

5th. Bishop Horsely, and his admirers contend, that 
the father produced the 5on by contemplating his own } 
perfections ; that the existence of the Son flows neces- 
sarily from the divine intellect exerted on itself. 

uth. Bishop Gasirell and Dr. Moysey’s system, is, 
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something more ; that the Son includes the whole idea 
of God, and something more, and that the Holy Ghost 
includes the whole idea of (+d, and something more ; 
while altogether, they make up one complete God, and 
nothing more ! 

7th. Bishop Burgess and his adherants, are directly 
opposed to Dr. Moysey. The Bishop says, that the 
Father is a person, but not a being; the Son is a per- 
son, but not a being; and the Holy Ghost is a person, 
but not a being; and that these three personal non-en- 
tities make one perfect being ! 

8th. Mr. Heber, in his Bampton Lectures, maintains 
the extraordinary position, that the Father is the first 
person in the Trinity, the archangel Michael the sec- 
ond, and the angel Gabriel the third. In Lecture No. 
4, he assures us, that the Mahometan Doctors ‘afl un- 
derstand the angel Gabriel to mean the Holy Ghost. 
Their authority, no doubt, is very great! Barns, t 
Scottish poet, hath well said—* Of all nonsence, 
gious nonsence is the most nonsensical.” 

Leaving Right Reverend Bishops, and Reverend 
Doctors, let us hear what the Scriptures say on this 
subject. Our Lord addressing his Father and our Fath- 
er, his God and our God, declares, John xvii. 3, ‘* This 
is life eternal, that they may know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent.” Christ, 
speaking of the day of judgment, uses these remarka- 
ble words ; Mark xiii. 32, ‘* But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heav- 
en, neither the Son, but the Father.’ He also says, 
* Of my own self 1 can do nothing. My Father is 
greater than I,” &c. St. Paul likewise bears testimo- 
ny to the doctrine of the unify and supremacy of God 
the Father. 1 Cor. viii. 6, ** To us there is but one 
God the Father.” Eph. iv. 4—8, ** There is one bo- 
dy, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who ts above all, and through 
all, and in you all.” These passages require no com- 
ment. ‘They declare the truth, that the one God, who 
is above all, is the Father; inthese very words. He, 


ment, and °y giving or withholding, we, so far @s olr| therefore, who derides or denies this doctrine, derides 


or denies the Scriptures of truth. J,L. 


We are happy to give notice, that our Br, Taomas 
G. Farnsworth, of Stafford, Con. bas accepted the 
invitations of the Universalist Societies in Newton and 
at Lechmere’s Point, to become their Pastor. He 
will labor with them on alternate Sabbaths, commenc- 
ing at Newton the fourth Sabbath of this mouth. 


(tWe are sorry that we forgot to give previous no- 
tice of the Installation of Rev. SEBASTIAN STREETER, 
which took place on Thursday last, an account of 
which we shall publish in our next paper. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


Erratum.—tn our last paper, the piece on the firet 
column of the last page, headed “ Scriptural Doctrine 
of Baptisms,” where it reads, * Pursue bis meek aud 
lonely way,” should read “ bis meek and lowly way." 
—= 
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MARRIED, 


In this City, by the Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Phillip 
Luther to Miss Mary Fillebrown, both of Boston. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. William Jenks Pille- 
brown to Miss Abigail Avery Wilkins. 

In Stafford, Con. by the Rev. Thomas G. Farns- 
worth, Mr. Eliha Wakeman to Mrs. Betsey Foster, 


both of Stafford. ‘ 
In Cambridgeport, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. 


John C. Reynolds to Miss Johanna Antoivetta New- 





| venhoven. 


DIED, 
In this City, Major Nathan Parker, aged 55. Mrs. 
Sarah Payson, aged 81, late of Winchendon, formerly 
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consvit of Jonathan Robbins, of Roxbury. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


“For lo! the \ inter is Past.” 


Mresrs. Editors,—At a season, when, according to 
divine promise, the Winter is past, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land,—shall not man tune 
his voice, and waft his— 

Wea ce epee Praises fo the skies, 
In loud accordant lays,” 
for the return of Spring, and all its attendant blessings ? 
The following selected Ode, you will, if you please, 
admit into your paper, and thereby gratify your old 
correspondent, who styles himself— 
Tae Lay PREACHER. 


ODE TO SPRING, 
[SELECTED. | 

Hail,.geatle Spring! whose genial pow’r 
Calls to new life each fragrant flow’r, 

In richest tints array’d ; 
Whose balmy breath revives each scene, 
The shady grove, the daisied green 

In verdant beauty clad. 





At thy approach the feather’d trains, 
Renew their long neglected strains ; 
Sweet music floats around ; 
Whilst list’ning echo’s busy tongue 
Repeats the burden of each song, 
In faint imperfect sound. 


‘Thy presence prompts each lab’ting swain, 
To give, with equal hand, the grain 
To the kind fost’ring soil ; 
Mild suns autumnal shall mature 
The golden crop in happy hour 
To recompence his toil. 


Long had the clear meand’ring rill, 
@onfin’d in icy chains, stood still, 
Doom’d then to glide no more ; 
But, by thy lenient hand set free, 
It moves to liquid melody, 
Adown the shelving shore. 


The mute sojourners of the brook, 

Had long their wonted paths forsook, 
Cramp’d by stern winter’s reign ; 

But, rous’d by thy reviving beam, 

Again they gambol in the stream, 
And skim the glassy plain. 


Ah! short-liy’d joys! the angler keen, 
Shall soon to sorrow change the scene, 
With the deceptive uy; 
The speckled rovers seize the bait, 
And swallow unsuspected fate, 
They flounce, they gasp, they die. 


Thy healing hand destroys disease ; 

Thy breath brings health in ev’ry breeze, 
Before thee agues fly: 

Thou giv’st each heart with joy to glow, 

And blood in brisker streams to flow ; 
Health laughs in every eye. 


What, tribute, then, shall mortals bring, 
To offer to the genial Spring? 

What trophies shall we raise ? 
With grateful songs, at least, let’s try 
To waft her praises to the sky, 

In loud accordant lays. 
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Messrs. Editors, —I send you another scrap of select- 
ed poetry. If you think it proper, you will please 
give ita place in your paper. I shall trouble you no 
more for a long time, after this. 


Tue Lay PrReacHer. 


ODE TO THE SUPREME BEING. 
[ SELECTED. ] 
Hail, Nature’s Lonp! from Thee their source, 
Brute matter flows, and thinking mind, 
Biest Centre, whose attractive force, 
Mlighten’d souls resistless find. 
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Mind, while it here an exile lives, 
Detain’d in day, with night opprest ; 
Feels she’s misplac’d, and upwards strives: 


To Thee and Heav’n, her seat of rest. 


See, as the hart in Syria’s sand, 
Gasping with heat, with labors spent ; 
Viewing with eager eyes the land ; 
Pants for the cooling element. 


My soul, Great Power, her way would wing, 
With like desire, and swifter speed ; 

To Thee, O unexhausted Spring ; 

Whence living streams of joy proceed! 


Which cheer the gardens of the blest, 
And all the heavenly walks revive ; 
Which, saints almost with bliss opprest, 
‘Do ever drink, and ever live. 





——— = —— 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





Rev. Hosea BAatnov, 

‘ Sir.—My Grand Father, Satmon Dertron, 
Cavendish, (Vt.) not being able to write himself, has 
requested me to write the following letter to you, 
which I have penned verbatim frum his own lips. 

A. WHEELER, JUN. 


Cavennpisu, May 7, 1824. 


present situation of my body and mind. I have not 
enjoyed a well day since I saw you in Mr. Bowen’s 
office, about the 24th or 25th of September, 1822, which 
was caused by my taking a bad cold the day after con- 
vention, on my way to Boston. 
but little pain during my sickness, and my mind has 
been very calm and clear, and my judgment and mem- 
ory remain unimpaired. By a long and happy exper- 


ing now in my eighty first year) to be a good senti- 
ment to live by. as it is a faith which works by love, 
and purifies the heart,and causes the subject to put his 
trust in God. Which sentiment I obtained by a per- 
, severing, and prayerful search of the Scriptures ; which 
|1 was induced to, by the different and contradictory 
i systems that were taught in the world. It was my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God, that the truth «night 
be made clear to my understanding. This was all pre- 
vious to my having any human aid. JI think that the 
writings of Shippe ‘townsend of Boston, and a book 
written by James Relly, were among the first on the 
subject which I read, and which proved very instruc- 
tive tomy mind. I think it was not many years after- 
wards when I formed an acquaintance with yourself— 
and ina short time our acquaintance become very in- 
timate, and from your preaching and private conversa- 
tion, | have received much instruction and edification. 
I am constrained to make mention of this, from si:icere 
and humble gratitude to God, for so great favors be- 
stowed on me, through your instrumentality. 1 find it 
is not only a good principle to live by, but also, to die 
by, as it has been a great source of comfort in my old 
age, aud bed of sickness—My meditations have been 
sweet and comfortable, free from any fearful apprehen- 
| stons of an hereafter. 

I view myself now, very near my end, and if | 
could receive a consolatory letter from you before I 
depart, informing me of your health and enjoyment, 
and such other matter as you may think proper, it 
would be very gratefully received. 

If it should be considered, that the substance of this 
letter, should be worthy a piace in your Magazine, it 
is my desire, that it may be inserted soon, or in the 
fifth volume of the same. 

This letter being written verbatim from my own 
words, | wish to have it read in the same way and 








| manner, as though I had written it myself, 4 


Fsa. of | 


Dear Brother,—These are to inform you of the | 


I have experienced | 


ience, I fiad the sentiment I embraced more than forty | 
years ago, which was in the meridian of may life, (be- | 
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| remain your sincere and loving Brother, = 80 J: 


SALMON DUTTOX 


{ 

REPLY. 
Boston, MA 

Venerable Sir and Dear Brother, 9 MAY T1, 1924, 

J return you my sincere thanks for your favor of the 
‘7th instant. Although it gives me to understand that 
| there is no probability of my ever having the satisfac. 
ition of seeing you again in this transitory world, yet jt 
presents me with your dying testimony in honor of that 
blessed faith, which you long since sought and found 
and which you have ever esteemed as a most precious 
treasure. 











| ‘The opposers of this faith have often said, that it 
| would do to live Ly, but that it would fail of giving 
| consolation in death. You, dear brother, are enabled 
| to assure your frieuds aud the world, that the doctrine 
| which embraces the whole human iamily, as heirs of 
‘immortality and eternal life, which are brought to 
| light through the gospel, has been a constant source of 
| coufort in lite, and is now at its close the staffon which 
you recline in peace. As you have been enabled te 
| defend the truth by your life and conversation in the 
| world, and also by several vaiuable publications, so it 
_seems to be the will of Ged, that you should add your 
‘dying testimony to all your past efforts to defend and 
_support the truth. Thanks be to God for bis good- 
‘ness. 
Brother Dutton, should this reach you while living, 
be assured that I feel desirous of presenting you with 
| my ying testimony in accordance and in unison with 
/your own ; for though I may have years yet to live in 
‘this world, yet this communication is, no doubt, my 
‘last to you; and, in a sense, is the same as if it were 
|my last tothe world. We have travelled in mind in 
| great harmony ; we have seen wonders wrought in ad- 
| Vanciug our precious faith, and we have reason to re- 
joice with suitable trinmph in the name of Him to whom 
;every knee shall bow, and whom every tongue shall 
| coufess to be Lord, to the glory of God, the Father. 
| My health, which was much reduced in consequence 
of a greater pressure of business, and more incessant la- 
bor, after I came to this cify, than even a good natur 
al constitution was able to sustain without damage, 
has been, on the whole, improving for more than two 
| years, and is now better than it has been for several 
| years past. I have likewise the satisfaction of witnes 
{sing a truly wonderful increase of rational religion and 
liberal principles. Even Orthodoxy itself begins to 
borrow some features from liberal sentiments, not only 
to hide some of her native defects, but that she may 
attract attention by charms which are not her own.— 
You, my venerable father in Israel, can, with the fal- 
lest confidence say, as did Simeon of old, when in bis 
withered arms he held the blessed Saviour; * Now 
lettest thou thy eervant depart in peace, according te 
thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
alight to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel.” So may it please God, that your last 
moments may be as tranquil as the unruffled lake, 
when the soft beams of the setting sun are reflected 
from its bosom, and leave a promise of a glorious morn 
ing to come. Yours ailectionately. 
HOSEA BALLOU. 

———$_______— $$$ 

Suicide.—A few days since, Salina, the wife of Mr. 
Ebenezer Tredwell, of Weston, aged about 28, cour 
mitted suicide by hanging herself. On the day of the 
above fatal act, we learn that one of her sisters had 
spent several hours with her—that Mrs. T. was much 
exercised in mind on the subject of religion, and her 
soul’s salvation ; and that she strongly urged her sister 
to stay. Soon after her departure, Mrs. ‘T. was found 


suspended by the neck in the garret, and life extinct. 
Bridgeport Farmer, 




















